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Summary

Yala National Park/Ruhuna National Park, which lies on the Southern coastal plain of Sri Lanka, wa:s
established in 1938. Yala is been recorded in history asdahteof bygone civilizations and the
kingdom of King RavanaSamaraweera, C. S. (1970), YataHistory. Loris Pp. 12: 18 ~ 20rich
territory not only with wild fauna and floydut with manyarchaeologicaplaces and monuments. The
Park covers an area of 97,880 ha which also comprises a few hundred years old secondary forest. It
predominantt a semvarid thornscrub, interspersed with pockets of fairly dense forests including
hundreds of species of fauna.

The national park is a widespread tourist destination renowned both locally and globally. thenong
foreign visitors 30% are particularly Europeans visit the park annu@hg. park contributes national
incomeof the countryconsiderablyln addition to the national income, the visitors contribute immense

to the local economy.

According to thevisitor statisticsvisitationis being increaseduring last decad@éme. Majority of them

are day visitors. Tourists are allowedrtstat two locations, but only toilet facilities are available.
However jimproving tourism facilities at the Yala National Park has becomeatprequirementThe

visitor statistics and income of the Yala National Park for last decade period is given in table 01.

Table 1: Visitation and Income of YNP During 200617
Year 2006 | 2007 [ 2008 [ 2009 [201C [2011 [201z [201: [2014 [201f [ 201€ [ 2017

Local visitors 85,618 | 64,020 35,511| 90,917 | 179265 216566 217398 236700 239285 308790 341,261 314,604

Foreign visitors | 32,437 | 19,914| 17,827 45,955 | 73,30 | 98,33 | 121735 142714 1733149 236217 270,349 290,064

Total Visitors 118, )45 83,934| 53,338| 136, 362 253545 315249 339533 379114 413134 545)07| 611,61( 604,67¢

Growth -29% | -36% | 156% 85% 24% 8% 12% 9% 31% 12% 1.1%

Local: Foreigr | 0.38 0.31 0.50 0.51 0.41 0.45 0.56 0.60 0.72

Income(Rs.Mn. | 47.3¢ 53.1¢ | 41.0z | 80.4z 132350 | 16676 | 23473 | 28436 | 374)7 | 45971 | 599.15| 669.8

Growth -11% | -23% | 96% 65% 26% 41% 21% 32% 23% 30.3% | 11.8%

(Data Sourcei Department of Wildlife Conservation)

Understanding the requirement, the DWC has proposed to establish a visitor centre at Patanangala, Y
National Park. Patanangala is the site that the visitors are allowed to get down from the vehicles for res
The proposed visitor centre has basic faed such as cafeteria, washroangdMuseum.

The site is already degraded. The remaining plants has been identified and rapid assessment v
conducted to identify the existing vegetation in and around the site. The possible impact due to th
development has been assessed and suitable mitigatoryreseagggested in the repofinticipated

level of the impact in different parameters have been summarized in table 2 below.
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Table 2: Anticipated level of the impact in different parameters

of noise pollution to the
surrounding area; Vvibratio
impacts do not expect i
significant levels.

Reason Proposed Mitigation Measures
Environment Level of
Parameter Impact
Air Impact Low & insignificant air emission | Sprinkling of water around the site
Temporary | during proposed constructio and access roads within the
as most of these activities protected area, less use oOf
would be carried out on machinery or equipment as much
mgnual and carried out on & ¢ possible
minor scale for a shorter
period of time
Water Low & The project activities need | The required water will be
Temporary | certain quantities of water fg sourced from outside the PA. Any
proposed infrastructure | waste water, effluent shall not be
development. discharged to the PA area.
Private Lands | Private Proposed project activities | It will be ensured that minimum
and PA Lands | Land-No will be carried out within | required land will be used for
impact the demarcated DWC area| proposed dexopment and soil
and no additional land will | conservation measures shall bg
PALand- | be required for the project | taken = wherever  necessary,
Low and any private land shall | Cleanliness at any construction
not be acquired. site shall be maintained and the
waste material will be disposed of,
according to the guidelines
stipulated by DWC & the local
government authorities
Noise & Medium & | The construction activitie] The construction will take place
Vibration Temporary | may lead to certain amoun during the day light hours only.

Noise monitoring shall be done at
regular intervals. Further there are
no socially sensitive sites/places
or noise protected locations
around the vicinity.
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Eco System Medium Proposedocationfor the Tree planting program will be
development activity is carried out by the DWC as
already disturbed locatidior | required in the disturbed location.
many years. Turtle nesting | Wildlife and their habitats shall
beach area is identfied as | not be disturbed in any means.

a sensitive location. Howeve
anthropogeniactivities
within the area will be carrie
out during daytime only.

1. Introduction
1.1Background of the project site

Yala National Park (YNP)/Ruhunu National PARNP), declared as a National reserve dhR&bruary

1938, is one of the eminent national parks (NP) in Sri Lanka. It is the second largest NP in Sri Lank:
which cover about 97,880.7 ha. Its multifarious ecosystems ranging from moist monsoonaldorests t
dry monsoonal forests, semi deciduous forests, thorn forests, grasslands, freshwater and marine wetlan
sandy beaches, possess a great number of important fauna and flora species. The Yala Protected A
Complex (YPC) spread over an area of nearlyd@Dha, is constituted by 9 individual Protected Area
(PA) units with varying legal statuses from Strict Natural Reserves (SNR), National Parks (NP) to
Sanctuaries. These units have been declared at different periods and are endowed by diverse ecosyste
crucially important not only for the lorAgrm conservation of elephants in the southern part of Sri Lanka,
but also for the rich biodiversity elements of global significance.

Northern Part of the YPC (Yala Block I, Yala Block Il, Yala Block lll, Yala &dV, Yala Block V,

SNR, Kataragama Sanctuary, Katagamuwa Sanctuary, Nimalawa Sanctuary) falls into intermediate zor
and harboursnearly pristine dry evergreen and deciduous high forests with rare plants diversity. Its
southern parts feature a taperingnmeoon regime, while the soudfastern strip receives the lowest
rainfall. The collapse of the "Hydraulic Civilization" which flourished in the area, many centuries ago,
gave rise to highly productive habitats in the secondary scrub and grassland veg#fitiothe
provision of numerous water tanks which retained water notwithstanding the lack of maintenance afte
abandonment, these areas became a paradise for wild animals. Its long beaches, numerous lagoons
river estuaries comprise a rich coastalsgstem along its coastline.
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Although YNP is better known for its impressive
population of endangered Elephasmaximus
maximus critically endangered and enderfanthera
pardus kotiyaliteratures reveal that YNP is also a
splendid home for hundreds of species of other ,
mammalians, avifauna, reptilians, fish, amphibians, and ,(;’,',
hundreds of species of flora. So, this assemblage of ¥
ecosystems, their wildlife and the exciting landscapes
make WP a great tourism attraction locally as well as
internationally. Tourism is mostly confined to the YNP
Block 1, which is only one of the nine (9) PA units of
YPC.

2. Description of project intervention and
justification

The increase in visitation occurgnn the YNRBIlock 1 has affected both wildlife and the quality of
visitor experience.

The growth of visitation in YNP fluctuated in the past depending on the various parameters in the
county (Table 1). A negative growth in income and visitation was se#l the year 2008. In 2009,

with the improvement of the security conditions in the country, visitation increased by

216% with an income increase of 96%. It is apparent that the local foreign visitor ratio is about 0.3%
during the years 2006 and 20@nd was improved up to 0.51% in 2008 and 2009. It implies that more
foreign visitors were visiting YNP during 2008 and 2009 and the ratio increased up to 0.72% in the yea
2014. By 2017, the visitor numbersYiNP had increased over a P80compared to vigation in 2008
resulting in an exponential growth in visitation; hence it can be expected that the trend will continue. I
is further understood that, the share of foreign visitors has increased compared to the locals.
Managing tourism growth in a sustable manner, and improving the visitor experience and satisfaction
should not be promoted at the expense of conservation, as such this should be the paramount concer
tourism development including the provision of optimum facilities for personal cotofpether with
hygienic accommodations and conservation efforts in the YNP in the coming years. Expanded an:
improved tourism services and infrastructure in the Bloolay be a part of the solution. Therefore,
among many interventions of the DWC to mamagd improve tourism in YNRstablishment o&

visitor centreat Patanangala hagen proposed. View of the google map at the site is given in Figure 1.
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Untitled Map

Write a description for your map.

e

Patanangala

Figure:1Google view of the posed location to establish the visitentre

2.1.Need for the Project

To reduce the pressure from visitors to the park environment and animals present in the park, the psa
management decided to restrictitism activities from 12.00 pm to 2 pewvery day.This decision was
taken by the parkuthority with consultation of jeep drivers and their associatiomstefore, no safari

jeep is allowed to move along the tracks of Y8lRing the restricted periodAll visitors and vehicles

are stationed at Patanangeadating placeDisturbances caesl to the wildlife ddng hot sunny hours of

the day has been reduced by implementing this decision. It has helfzeilitate the animals roam in
search of water, and for their resting at any location in the park.

During the restricted period, the \tmis should have facilities to rest at the park. Establishing a visitor
centre with required resting facilities would be an ideal solution for this requirement. Taking this
opportunity, the DWC decided to set a nature friendly visitor centre at the Rgiegaria National Park.

2.2.Description of Project Activities

The proposed visitor centre building consists with a museumstaurant and a resting area for visitors
The centre provides parking facilities for more than 30 jeeps at a time.his&a footprint of the
proposed with roof slab is 8026 square feet at ground level and the building is designed to be erected
columns.The engineering designs of the building and other facilities are given in figure 2 to 5 below.
Museum and the resteant are the main part of the centre which provides facilities visitor to spent their
time for the travel restriction period.

Museum: A museum to be established within the visitentreto lllustrate various materials/display

items required for awareness and interpretation of YPCs natural resources, and to conduct programs
visitors that 1 mprove the wunderstanding and a
heritage ad other important issues. Interpretation and public education programs on YNP or YPC will
promote the development of environmental consciousness among the public and a willingness to tal
personal and collective action to protect and conserve YNP andhB@h better understanding and

appreciation of the areads environment and t|
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Specific objective of this intervention is to promote stronger environmental ethics for visitors and thereb?
to receive brodened support for the conservation of YPC.

Restaurant: In terms of naturdased tourism promotion, PAM should be aware of the expectations of
visitors. Manytravellersexpect certain standards of comfort and desire to see spectacular views with
little effort expended. However, reasonable expectations and a satisfying visit could be provided by
promoting easy access to essential commodities within the site, while promoting the natural beauty ar
spectacular wildlife of the area through realistic limitatiassociated with conserving its naturalness.
Better standardized tourist services can be provided in the YNP by incorporating good sustainable desic
principles, that harmonize with the local environment. Therefore, a simple restaurant is incorptwrated in
the design of the visitarentreto provide essential and basic requirements such as water, fruit juices or
light meals such as short eats. However, preparation of large and heavy meals shall not be permitt
within the restaurant and no space shalalb@cated to collect solid waste/garbage from the restaurant.
Visitors are expected to take each and every piece of litter with them and only waste water will be
collected in an appropriate manner, with the use of underground wastewater holding tamk&l Esse
signboards in appropriate colour and text, video demonstrations shall be displayed within the restaura
area for awareness on behaviours expected from the visitors. Assigned officers of the DWC shall tak
care of the garbage free visitor centre.



Ecosystem Conservation and Management Proj&3MP

o p
g |E
A s 3
— tatannce i
4 : k
3 renx
EROUND FLODR PLAN - wezwmurar
A e emmano | .
— .-
T—

PR VESOR LONTRE e o ® ———
e —
RN ANTONAL PARC e S
PATNNGNA " —— - ——. —
- SE——
——_— s L

I : 1 ] I . I 3 I ° I

Figure 2: Schematic Diagram of the Ground Floor Plan of the Proposed \dsihbre
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3. Existing environmental features in relation to the development

The site locateavithin 100mzonefrom the seaThe site is used asrasting place for the visitors

for more that decade timBue to a continues vehicle movement and walking by the visitors the
sitehas beenlegraded. No ground vegetatidiew trees are availab{Eigure 7) Sandy beach and
sea could be seen in adjacent to the location. Scrub vegetation with few dry zonespeesent

at the vicinity of the site.

Comparatively to the other area of the park, the animal movements quite low during day time.

3.1.Biological Environment
3.1.1. Assessment of Flora

Few larger treehave been recordealong two transectset across the location (East to West
direction) This has beeillustrated in theigure 9 and figure 10Larger treesocated at the site will

not effect by the constructionThe construction activities will not extend to the scrub vegetation
located outsid The scrub forest located around the construction site consists with 5 plans species;
listed below.Figure 8 shows the existing scrub vegetation in adjacent to pittgosedsite.
Manilkara hexandra and Azadirachta indiegere observed as larger trees in the immediate impact
zone of the proposed location.

Sandy beach is dominated Bglotropisgigantean andyziphus mauritiana

Figure 7 Larger trees présent in the location
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Figure 8 Thornscrub around the location
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Figure 11: Calotropis gigantea Figure 12 Zyziphus mauritiana

moving in and around.

3.1.2.Assessment of Fauna

Animal sighting at the field visit made by the environment team is very low. Although no terrestrial
fauna was observed during field observations, signs and evidences had proved the availability of
many wild animal species inclugy large animal like elephant, Sambar, Deer, Bear, Leopard and
other animals that could be commonly seen in the Yala Block I.

The beach at the vicinity of the site
has been recognised as turtle
nestingsite The DWC has set a
wire mesh protection for the
nesting sites to protect turtle eggs
from predation. Figure 13 has
given the nets established by the
DWC.

Figure 13 A cage has been established by the DWC to prevent poaching of Turtle eggs

3.2.Physical environmental features



